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SAFETY TIPS | FLOODING
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DISASTER MANAGEMENT

1 Sudden floods might affect
themn. Monitor the rising

water levels and evacuate to

a safer place or higher spot.
Avoid crossing

#3 |ow-lying bridges.
streams and rivers.

Motorists must be very

#5 careful and avoid driving

through flooded areas.

The public must monitor
#7 weather alerts on
radio and television.

‘ Do not try to drive over
a low-water bridge if
#9 water is flowing strongly
0 across it and the ground is
not wisible,
Keep your important

#1] documents ina
water-resistant container;

Be especially vigilant at
night. It is harder to

13 recognise potentially deadly
road hazards.

If you are on foot,
be aware that low-moving
> water can be dangerous
during flood conditions,
do not walk into it.
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For more information contact:

DISASTER MANAGEMENT
041 501 7900

For all EMERGENCIES

041 585 1555
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) Do not cross through
flooded roads or bridges
— use other routes.
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Never try to walk, swim
or drive in swift-flowing
water. Even if water is [5 cm
deep, it can sweep you off
your feet

Drive to and park
0 at safer areas.

When threaened contact
your municipal disaster
management centre, police
station, call national emergency
numbers (112, 10177, |5’7}

10 Teach your children
about the dangers of floods.

Keep your cell phone in
212 close proximity to you and

have emergency numbers
at hand.

Do not camp or park your
car along rivers or washes,
especially during heavy rains
or thunderstorms.
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Awoid contact with flood
waters, may be contaminated

dangerous substances, and may
also be charged with electricity.
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DIFFERENT TYPES OF FLOODS

River floods (fluvial floods) Flash floods Extreme rainfall Man-made floods
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Water and debris flow down hillside Water and debris flow down extremely fast from dam failure

Coastal floods (storm surge) ~ Urban floods — Pluvial floods
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: WARNING: A -
m Always obey and react to early warnings from -
- - SEVERE WEATHER =
® the South African Weather Services and from ALERT "
: your local Disaster Management Centre! K u
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= SAWS are the only legislated body that can \—/ "
= issue Severe Weather warnings in South Africa gouth Afvican_ -
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™ Move to higher ground.

§ Do not attempt to drive
through a flooded road.
! 1 foot of water will float vehicles.

W 2 feet of rushing water can carry
ng)st vehicles including SUVs. |

¥ Do not drive around
a barricade.
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STAY INFORMED PREPARE AN EMERGENCY KNOW HOW TO EVACUATE  LEAVE BEFORE FLOODING  IN FLOOD PRONE AREAS:
ON LOCAL NEWS BAG WITH FOOD, DRUGS, AND SAFE STARTS KEEP USEFUL ITEMS AT
DOCUMENTS, ALTERNATIVE ROUTES HOME (SANDBAGS,
FLASHLIGHT, PET ITEMS LADDER, ROPE...)

DURING THE FLOOD
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DISCONNECT DON'T WALK OR DRIVE GET TO A HIGHER FOLLOW FREE CATTLE
ELECTRICITY AND GAS IN FLOOD WATER GROUND EVACUATION ORDERS AND LEAD ANIMALS TO

A SAFER PLACE
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AVOID CONTACT WITH DON'T TOUCH DON'T GO HOME OR TO COMMUNICATE WHEN BACK HOME:
FLOOD WATER POWER LINES DISASTER AREAS UNTIL TO YOUR FAMILY THAT CLEAN AND DISINFECT
AND SWIMMING IT IS DECLARED SAFE YOU ARE SAFE SURFACES AND ITEMS

Two key elements which contribute to flooding:

1. Rainfall intensity (the amount of rainfall)
2. Duration (how long the rain lasts)
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